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A case of deliberately concealed objects from
Argentina (Province of Buenos Aires,™19
century)

Daniela Noemi Avido

'Anthropology Department (UBAUniversity of Buenos AirefPuan 480 Buenos AiresCity
Argentina(C1406)

Email:danavido@gmail.com

¢KAA LI LISN) RSAONROGSa || LISOdz AN aSd 2F 202S0da TN
in La Matanza, the most populated county in the Province of Buenos Aires, Argentina (Figure 1). These
objects werez dzy R Ay (GKS t 1 ad adl yRA Y 8entdrydpkotiuRtive/ranchfirNtBeY @ |
countryside near Buenos Aires City. A project was developed in order to prevent the house from being
RSY2f AAKSRX a Al o6l a O2yayfRSWHERE 2 T KdedSi2 NRIQR 8 S @
disassembling and transportation of all the elements of the dwelling, carried out in conjunction with an
archaeological survey. During the monitoring of the former activities, the objects presented here were

recoveed.

® "La Elvira"

Argentina

\*

Province of
Buenos Aires

M South Atlantic
( Ocean

Buenos Aires
City

10 km
100 km r—

Figurel[ 2 0F GA 2y 2F GKS aAGS a[l 9f OANI £€X (gge[ I al Gl
Copyright: Daniel&l. Avido).

The dwelling
Gl 9t @BANI ¢ aA i Sroor® holise (A BSRd Qi figlire 2 ®MEB, Saccording to the
constuction materials and techniques observed before its disassembling, was around 200 years old. A

preliminary study of the changes in the structure (Avido 2012a), the foundations and the roof, along with
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other features,showed that the dwelling was originalplanned as a twwoom house but, after the mid

19" century, it was divided into four rooms. Later, two other rooms were annexed. By 2011, when the
disassembling and the archaeological survey were carried out, both annexes and room D had already been
demdished.

=
Annex 2
Annex 1 [ 4
N
; 1m
Room AB Room CD

Figure 2 Top Photomontage artificially colored to differentiate the roon@enter. plan of the dwelling,
where it can be distinguisheih gray, standing remains at the time of the intervention by rR2id11;in
beige foundations ofoom D;in blue, foundations of Annexes 1 and 2, probably constructed at some point
in the 20" century.Bottom: in dark brown, recreation of the original structure of the house by early te mid
19" century @fter Avido 2012a).

An overview of the findings

More than one thousand artefacts were collected during fieldwork, 61% of them glass fragments and 16%

of them animal remains, while other classes were represented by less than 7% each. Table 1 shows details
2T GKS I NOKS2ft 23X 0!I fer thffiettibrAwfiti Th&d 'N@yéfal" aategory éludlds \boél = L.
fragments, seeds and charcoal, while the "animal" category includes leather and bone fragments.
Additionally, "ceramic" includes fragments of redware, stoneware, porcelain and earthenware, but

excluces bricks and tiles which are counted under the "construction” category.
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Collectio Material Types totals
n units veget animal ceramic glass meta constructio plasti other per
(C.U) al S I n c S C.U.
Test 1 16 114 14 224 15 45 3 4 435
Test 2 1 4 6 10 6 4 1 1 33
Test 3 2 7 2 42 2 1 0 1 57
Pits 1 to 4 17 2 30 2 1 1 9 66

6

Monitori 2 23 42 309 21 4 3 10 414
ng

1005 |

Table 1 Detail of the archeological remains from "La Elvira", per collectior(aftér Avido 2012b).

Figure 3.0dd findihgs: objects found inside ccmai’ed chambers within the wdlmageCopyright: Daniela
N.Avido.

Among these findings, there were some odd ones: a glass bottle, a playing card, an animal bone and a pot
(Figure 3). What was odd about them? They were foindd A RS @2 A R& 2NJ a OKI YO SN& €
were not just voids between bricks, but structured and sealed chambers within the structure of the wall:
their existence was intended. Three of these chambers, located in three different walls, contheed
mentioned objects, while other chambers were empty. They could not be seen nor accessed from outside
or inside the house, since the walls concealing the chambers had no marks or signals and the plastering had

no cracks. Thus, we considered these olgegere not accidentally there, like trapped coins between the
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